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BRINGING IN MATCHBOX Twenty’s Rob 
Thomas to sing the jingle for iZombie’s 
in-series drink Super Max began as a 
writers’ joke—he shares a name with the 
CW drama’s executive producer, Rob 
Thomas, and the two are often are mis-
taken for each other. (Producer Thomas 

was once asked to lobby for arts in edu-
cation in D.C.; days before the event, he 
was told the organizers meant to con-
tact the singer.) But the gag felt right, so 
Thomas reached out to his namesake. 
The crooner (second from left with Rob-
ert Buckley, Rose McIver and Malcolm 

Goodwin, and inset) plays himself at a 
prison-themed Super Max party in the 
April 12 season finale. Of course, things 
take a turn. “You don’t want everyone 
locked up when there are zombies 
around,” iZombie’s Thomas says.
 —Marisa Roffman

Rob Thomas Belts it Out on iZombie

KAL PENN GOES back to his Harold & 
Kumar roots as he joins Season 3 of 
stoner comedy Deadbeat (April 20 on 
Hulu). He plays Clyde,  a rich pothead 
who becomes medium Kevin Pacalio-
glu’s (Tyler Labine) new—and only—
friend. “Pac has been left alone,” 
Labine (near left, with Penn) says. 
“He’s in a really bad place.” So bad, that 
the pals and budding business part-
ners meet in jail. But their time in lock-
up has a happy ending: Clyde is so 
impressed with Pac’s clairvoyant abili-
ties  that they go into business togeth-
er. “Clyde actually tries to execute 
some of the absurd ideas the guys 
come up with,” Penn says. “He gets on 
Pac’s case whenever Pac drops the 
ball or loses motivation.”  —Emily Maas

Kal Penn is  
a Deadbeat 


